[Ultrastructural changes in the spermatogenic epithelium and in the basic components of the blood-testis barrier in adult rats following repeated administration of estradiol dipropionate].
Electron microscopic studies of the testes were conducted in intact adult Wistar rats and in rats given repeated injections of a 0.1% solution of estradiol-dipropionate-0.3 mg week for 10 weeks. Administration of the hormone caused focal inhibition of spermatogenesis (6 weeks) accompanied by development of destructive changes in the spermatogenic cells. These pathological changes were reversible and disappeared two months after the cessation of the hormone injection, and the spermatogenesis was restored. Development of the pathological changes in the spermatogenic epithelium was accompanied by disturbances of the fine structure of the main components of the blood-test is barrier (Sertoli cells, tunica propria of the seminiferous tubules).